Continuous venovenous hemodiafiltration for life-threatening mitochondrial myopathy with lactic acidosis and rhabdomyolysis.
We report here the clinical course of a 31-year-old male who recovered from a fulminant form of mitochondrial myopathy with lactic acidosis. The patient was transferred to our hospital with acute dyspnea and a convulsive seizure. On admission, he was in a state of shock, and presented with severe high-output heart failure, acute renal failure, and rhabdomyolysis. Treatment with continuous venovenous hemodiafiltration (CVVHDF) resulted in an excellent response, with no signs of hemodynamic instability. This case suggests that CVVHDF with serial hemodynamic monitoring may be effective in treating hypotensive patients with a life-threatening mitochondrial disorder.